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“PAST HISTORY WILL BE REPEATED” 

AND 

“CHRIST COMING TO HIS TEMPLE” 

 

Suggested reading-“Great Controversy” PP. 368-432. It is necessary to have a good under-

standing of the prophecy of Daniel 8: 14. The Twenty Three Hundred Day prophecy ending 

in 1844, with a knowledge of Christ’s work in the heavenly sanctuary before beginning this 

study. 

PLEASE READ DANIEL 7:13; 8:14; and MALACHI 3: 1-5. 

Let us pray. Holy Father, we plead for 

your Holy Spirit to come upon us and give us 

clarity of thought, clarity of understanding, 

clarity comprehension, and the ability to make 

the connection between the cleansing of the 

sanctuary of old and the cleansing of our soul 

sanctuaries. It is the promise of your only Be-

gotten Son that if we ask anything in His name, 

according to His will, clamming His merits, 

that You, Father, would grant it. Thank you for 

hearing this prayer, in Jesus name. Amen. 

G.C. p. 423: 1. 

“The subject of the sanctuary was the key 

which unlocked the mystery of the disappoint-

ment of 1844. It opened to view a complete 

system of truth, connected and harmonious, 

showing that God's hand had directed the great 
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advent movement and revealing present duty as 

it brought to light the position and work of His 

people. ,,, Light from the sanctuary illumined 

the past, the present, and the future. They knew 

that God had led them by His unerring provi-

dence.” G.C. P. 423:1. 

NOTE: To understand “Christ’s coming 

to His temple”, a good understanding of the 

sanctuary is a must, because “light from the 

sanctuary illumined the past, the present and 

the future.” A study of the previously men-

tioned pages of Great Controversy will help in 

understanding this subject. 

It is also important to understand that 

there is a multiple application of prophecy. 

Please consider this statement found in “Spir-

itual gifts” Vol. 4, PP. 548, 549. 

“The Lord has set before me matters 

which are of urgent importance for the pre-

sent time, and which reach into the future. The 

words have been spoken in a charge to me, 

"Write in a book the things which thou hast 

seen and heard, and let it go to all people; for 

the time is at hand when past history will be 

repeated." Also found in 3S.M. P.113: 5. 

Great Controversy p.343:1. 

“The work of God in the earth presents, 

from age to age, a striking similarity in every 

great reformation or religious movement. The 

principles of God's dealing with men are ever 

the same. The important movements of the 

present have their parallel in those of the past, 

and the experience of the church in former 

ages has lessons of great value for our own 

time.” {GC 343.1}. 

NOTE: “Past history will be repeated,” 

and there are “striking similarity” “in every 

great reformation or religious movement.” 

“The experience of the church in former ages 

has lessons of great value for our own time.” 

Please let these quotes have application to the 

cleansing of the soul sanctuary, let the work-

ings of the cleansing of the sanctuary on the 

great day of atonement have connection with 

that of the cleansing of the soul temple. Just as 

the High Priest brought the blood of the goat 

into the most holy on the Day of Atonement, so 

also does Christ bring His own blood into the 

soul temple of the body for our atonement and 

cleansing. This is the touch stone for this whole 

series of lessons, just as every detail of the 

earthly sanctuary must be duplicated in the 

heavenly, so also must every detail of the heav-

enly sanctuary be duplicated in the soul sanctu-

ary! 

Now let us begin this study of the cleans-

ing of the soul temple. 

Great controversy P. 426:1. 

 “The coming of Christ as our high priest 

to the most holy place, for the cleansing of the 

sanctuary, brought to view in Daniel 8:14; the 

coming of the Son of man to the Ancient of 

Days, as presented in Daniel 7:13; and the com-

ing of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Mal-

achi, are descriptions of the same event; and 

this is also represented by the coming of the 

bridegroom to the marriage, described by 

Christ in the parable of the ten virgins, of Mat-

thew 25:1-13.  {GC 426.1} 

2
nd

 Cor. 6:16-18. 

“And what agreement hath the temple 

of God with idols? For ye are the temple of 

the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell 

in them, and walk in them; and I will be 

their God, and they shall be my people. 

Wherefore come out from among them, and 

be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
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the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  And 

will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my 

sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al-

mighty.” 

NOTE: The prophecies of Daniel 7: 13, 

and Daniel 8: 14, Christ’s coming to the most 

holy place and the cleansing of His Temple, 

and the Judgement being set will be repeated 

again. This time not in the heavenly Sanctuary 

only but in the sanctuary on this earth, which is 

the “soul temple”. I know this may sound a lit-

tle strange to some but please bear with me and 

I will try to make this subject understandable in 

this and the next lessons. Let me say this again. 

The prophecies about the cleansing of the sanc-

tuary will be repeated, not the time part, but the 

cleansing of the sanctuary part. “For the time is 

at hand when past history will be repeated.” 

Daniel 7: 13. 

“I saw in the night visions, and, behold, 

one like the Son of man came with the clouds 

of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, 

and they brought him near before him.” 

NOTE: This is the first step in cleans-

ing the sanctuary. Christ moves from the Holy 

place to the most Holy place in the heavenly 

sanctuary to begin the second phase of the 

Atonement. This has its counterpart and ful-

fillment in the soul temple also. Rev. 3: 20, 21 

indicates Christ’s movement into the holiest 

place in the soul temple. It says, “I stand at the 

door, and knock. If any man hear my voice, and 

open the door, I will come in to him, and will 

sup with him, and he with me. To him that 

overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 

throne, even as I overcame and am sit down 

with my Father in His throne. He that hath an 

ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 

churches.” Notice also that this is part of the 

message to the Laodiceans, the last church of 

the seven. Just before this, in verses 7, 8 Jesus 

declares that He has opened a door and no man 

can shut it, and He has closed a door that no 

man can open. The prophet declares these open 

and shut doors represent the closing of the holy 

place administration and the beginning of the 

most holy place administrations. Notice the 

similarity of the words in these two texts. 

Christ is at the door of the heart requesting en-

trance. If opened Christ will come in and shut 

the door and Satan will have no further en-

trance. The difference is that you have the abil-

ity to open or shut the heart door. You have the 

right to put Christ out of the throne room of 

your heart which will open the door again to 

Satan. Thinking always takes place in the 

frontal lobe of the brain indicating the most ho-

ly place of the soul temple. 

Daniel 8: 14 

“And he said unto me. Unto two thou-

sand and three hundred days; then shall the 

sanctuary be cleansed”. 

Malachi 3: 1-4. 

“Behold, I will send my messenger, and 

he shall prepare the way before me: and the 

Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 

his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, 

whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 

saith the LORD of hosts. But who may abide 

the day of his coming? And who shall stand 

when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's 

fire, and like fullers' soap: And he shall sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify 

the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and 

silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an 

offering in righteousness. Then shall the offer-

ing of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the 

LORD, as in former years.” 
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NOTE: This is the companion text to 

Rev. 3: 20. This brings to view in more detail 

what takes place when Christ is allowed into 

the soul temple. It is a more involved process to 

judge and cleans the records of the living. Not 

only do the records have to be clean, but the 

individual to become clean as well. This will 

stop the flow of sin into the sanctuary in heav-

en. We must be purged by the sprinkling of 

blood from all sin. Even the desire for sin must 

be overcome. When we finally allow Christ to 

perform this work in our lives then we are real-

ly clean and can be counted worthy of eternal 

life. These are so connected with Christ that 

nothing can sway or entice them to change their 

allegiance from Christ. 

Here Malachi mentions Christ’s coming 

to His temple. This portrays not only Christ’s 

movement in the heavenly but also addresses 

His movements into the soul temple. This soul 

temple is described in 2
nd

 Cor. 6: 16-18. This 

text will be studied later. 

Matthew 25: 1-13 

“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be 

likened unto ten virgins, which took their 

lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 

And five of them were wise, and five were 

foolish. They that were foolish took their 

lamps, and took no oil with them: But the wise 

took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While 

the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and 

slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, 

Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to 

meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and 

trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto 

the wise, give us of your oil; for our lamps are 

gone out. But the wise answered, saying. Not 

so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but 

go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for your-

selves. And while they went to buy, the bride-

groom came; and they that were ready went in 

with him to the marriage: and the door was 

shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, 

saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he an-

swered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know 

you not. Watch therefore, for ye know neither 

the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 

cometh“. 

NOTE: More detail is given here about 

the process of cleansing the individual. Each 

case must be tried and considered, and each 

individual must overcome in order to be found 

worthy. This overcoming is accomplished 

when we allow Christ tot have absolute control 

of our lives. Christ Himself moves into the in-

dividual. This is the marriage of the Lamb to 

the bride. In a marriage the two parties are 

joined together and it says, “They twain shall 

be one flesh.”  

John 17: 20- 22. 

“Neither pray I for these alone, but for 

them also which shall believe on me through 

their word. That they all may be one; as thou, 

Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 

may be one in us: that the world may believe 

that thou hast sent me. And the glory which 

thou gavest me I have given them; that they 

may be one, even as we are one:” 

Let us look at some of these texts and 

add some E.G.W. quotes with them and see if 

we can obtain a better understand, 

Daniel 8: 14. Add Great Controversy 

P. 424: 1. 

“Unto two thousand and three hundred 

days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed,” and 

the first angel’s message, “Fear God, and give 

glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is 
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come,” pointed to Christ’s ministration in the 

most holy place, to the investigative judgment.” 

NOTE: Remember that the dead will be 

judged first, then the judgment must move to 

the living! This judgement (investigative 

judgement) began in 1844 and is going forward 

in the heavenly sanctuary today, “and which 

must be fulfilled before the Lord” can “appear 

to give reward to His servants.” G.C. P. 424: 1. 

Soon, very soon the cases of the living 

will begin! 

Daniel 7: 13. 

“I saw in the night visions, and behold, 

one like the Son of Man came with clouds of 

heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and 

they brought Him near before Him.” 

Great controversy, P. 424: 2. 

“Christ had come, not to the earth, as 

they expected, but, as foreshadowed in the 

type, to the most holy place of the temple of 

God in heaven. He is represented by the proph-

et Daniel as coming at this time to the Ancient 

of Days: "I saw in the night visions, and, be-

hold, one like the Son of man came with the 

clouds of heaven, and came"--not to the earth, 

but--"to the Ancient of Days, and they brought 

Him near before Him." Daniel 7:13.  {GC 

424.2} 

NOTE: This move is duplicated in the 

soul sanctuary when we open the door and let 

Christ come in to sup and dwell with us. We 

must understand that the Father is in Christ! So 

the Father comes into the soul temple also. He 

takes His throne and Christ stands before the 

Father just like in the heavenly sanctuary. The 

move is complete, the investigation of the liv-

ing begins! 

Malachi 3:1-4. 

“Behold, I will send my messenger, and 

he shall prepare the way before me: and the 

Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 

his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, 

whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 

saith the LORD of hosts. But who may abide 

the day of his coming? And who shall stand 

when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's 

fire, and like fullers' soap: and he shall sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify 

the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and 

silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an 

offering in righteousness. Then shall the offer-

ing of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the 

LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former 

years.” 

Great Controversy P. 42: 3. 

“This coming is foretold also by the 

prophet Malachi: "The Lord, whom ye seek, 

shall suddenly come to His temple, even the 

Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight 

in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of 

hosts." Malachi 3:1.” 

NOTE: let’s pause right here for a mo-

ment and consider. Many hold this to be talking 

only of Christ’s movement in the heavenly 

sanctuary. But, if you will read verse 5 of Mal-

achi 3, you will see that this coming is placed 

in the frame work of the end, just before 

Christ’s return. And the prophecy speaks of 

individual cleansing from sin. This Christ does 

not do at His second coming.  

If there is a soul temple or sanctuary 

then it seems reasonable to assume that the 

movements of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary 

will be duplicated in the soul sanctuary or tem-

ple also. Just as Christ works in the heavenly 

temple to atone for sin, so does he work in the 
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soul temple to atone for sin also! Remember 

that prophecy must be repeated again. So the 

study of the movements in the earthly and 

heavenly sanctuaries will aid us in understand-

ing what is to take place in the soul temple. Let 

us continue with G.C. 424: 3, please let these 

words apply to our understanding of the soul 

temple. 

“The coming of the Lord to His temple 

was sudden, unexpected, to His people. They 

were not looking for Him there. They expected 

Him to come to earth, "in flaming fire taking 

vengeance on them that know not God, and that 

obey not the gospel." {GC 424.3}. If there is a 

secret coming of Christ to this earth (and there 

is not) this would be it. 

NOTE: This prophecy is relevant to-

day, people are not, as a whole, looking for 

Christ to come to the soul. They look for Him 

to come only in the clouds of heaven the sec-

ond time to take vengeance. But before Christ 

can come in the clouds of heaven: there must 

be a coming of Christ to the “soul” temple. 

Christ’s cleansing of the temple at Jerusalem is 

a revelation of what He will do in the soul tem-

ple when Christ is allowed to enter our hearts. 

See Matt. 21: 12-16; Mark 11; 15-19; Luke 19: 

45-48; John 2: 13-22. This point is candidly set 

forth in “The Desire of Ages”, P. 161: 1 and 

onward. Where we are told “The courts of the 

temple at Jerusalem, filled with the tumult of 

unholy traffic, represented all too truly the 

temple of the heart, defiled by the presence of 

sensual passion and unholy thoughts. In 

cleansing the temple from the world's buyers 

and sellers, Jesus announced His mission to 

cleanse the heart from the defilement of sin,-

-from the earthly desires, the selfish lusts, the 

evil habits, that corrupt the soul. "The Lord, 

whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His 

temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, 

(angel) whom ye delight in: behold, He shall 

come, saith the Lord of hosts.” (Can you see 

how she connects Malachi 3 to the cleansing of 

the soul temple)? 

Great Controversy PP. 424:4. 

“     But the people were not yet ready 

to meet their Lord. There was still a work of 

preparation to be accomplished for them. Light 

was to be given, directing their minds to the 

temple of God in heaven; and as they should by 

faith follow their High Priest in His ministra-

tion there, new duties would be revealed. An-

other message of warning and instruction 

was to be given to the church.”  {GC 424.4} 

NOTE: In the next paragraph the 

Prophet gives, what I believe, is the context of 

that other message of warning, instruction, and 

duties. LISTEN TO THIS! 

Great Controversy P. 425: 1. 

“Says the prophet: "Who may abide 

the day of His coming? And who shall stand 

when He appeareth? For He is like a refiner's 

fire, and like fullers' soap: and He shall sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver: and He shall pu-

rify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold 

and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord 

an offering in righteousness." Malachi 3:2, 3. 

NOTE: The warning. “Who may 

abide the day of His coming? Who shall 

stand when                        He appeareth?” 

Jesus is coming to the soul temple before His 

second coming. There is reference to “refin-

er’s fire, … purifier of silver, … to purify … 

Levi, and purge them as gold and silver.” 

How does this happen? It is when we allow 

Christ entrance into the soul, spoken of in Rev. 

3: 20. This must happen prior to Christ’s sec-
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ond coming. Now who does Levi represent? 

Levi is the tribe from which the priest were se-

lected. Does not God have a royal priest hood? 

This indicates that the priests’ are cleansed first 

and then the people after, as mentioned in verse 

4 being those offering a pleasant offering as in 

former days. Let’s return to G.C. 425: 1. 

“Those who are living upon the earth 

when the intercession of Christ shall cease in 

the sanctuary above are to stand in the sight of 

a holy God without a mediator. Their robes 

must be spotless, their characters must be 

purified from sin by the blood of sprinkling. 

Through the grace of God and their own dili-

gent effort they must be conquerors in the bat-

tle with evil. While the investigative judgment 

is going forward in heaven, while the sins of 

penitent believers are being removed from the 

sanctuary, there is to be a special work of pu-

rification, of putting away of sin, among 

God's people upon earth. This work is more 

clearly presented in the messages of Revela-

tion 14.”  {GC 425.1}. 

   The Review and Herald Sept. 3, 1895: 3. 

“If our hearts are all aglow with love for 

him as our personal Saviour, we shall do the 

work of God. Dissension will not enter here, 

for you will be one, as Christ is one with his 

Father. Your old passions will be put away, the 

soul temple will be cleansed by the work of the 

Holy Spirit, and Christ will abide in the heart, 

and through him we shall be able to do all 

things.” This is the messenger of the Lord giv-

ing us this message. Now let us return to: 

Great Controversy P. 425: 1. 

“Through the grace of God and their 

own diligent effort they must be conquerors in 

the battle with evil. While the investigative 

judgment is going forward in heaven, while the 

sins of penitent believers are being removed 

from the sanctuary, there is to be a special 

work of purification, of putting away of sin, 

among God's people upon earth. This work is 

more clearly presented in the messages of Rev-

elation 14.  {GC 425.1} 

NOTE: Revelation 14 is all about the 

sealing of the 144,000, and the three angels’ 

messages! It is in sequence. The victory is 

gained over sin by the 144,000 and they are 

sealed first. Then they give the three angels 

messages again the second time. These mes-

sages have great effect bringing an unnumbered 

multitude to Christ (verse 9) who believe the 

truth and are purified. They are as it were the 

living testimony of the Lord. 

Early Writings, P. 271: 2. 

“I heard those clothed with the armor 

speak forth the truth with great power. It had 

effect. Many had been bound; some wives by 

their husbands, and some children by their par-

ents. The honest who had been prevented from 

hearing the truth now eagerly laid hold upon it. 

All fear of their relatives was gone, and the 

truth alone was exalted to them. They had been 

hungering and thirsting for truth; it was dearer 

and more precious than life. I asked what had 

made this great change. An angel answered, "It 

is the latter rain, the refreshing from the 

presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the 

third angel." 

NOTE: In Revelation 7: 9 tells us that 

after the 144,000 have been sealed that there 

was a great multitude that no man could num-

ber who were also sealed and sealed. Part of 

this multitude were the results of the witness of 

the 144,000. 

There are a couple of pages in the “De-

sire of Ages”  that I would be negligent if they 



SANCTUARY STUDIES 

LESSONS 4 &5 COMBINED 
 

8 
 

were not added to this study, they explain the 

connection between the sanctuary at Jerusalem 

and the soul temple spoken of by Paul in both 

1
st
 and 2

nd
 Corinthians. Here they are. 

The Desire of Ages PP. 161,162. 

“In the cleansing of the temple, Jesus 

was announcing His mission as the Messiah, 

and entering upon His work. That temple, 

erected for the abode of the divine Presence, 

was designed to be an object lesson for Israel 

and for the world. From eternal ages it was 

God's purpose that every created being, 

from the bright and holy seraph to man, 

should be a temple for the indwelling of the 

Creator. Because of sin, humanity ceased to be 

a temple for God. Darkened and defiled by evil, 

the heart of man no longer revealed the glory of 

the Divine One. But by the incarnation of the 

Son of God, the purpose of Heaven is fulfilled. 

God dwells in humanity, and through saving 

grace the heart of man becomes again His 

temple. God designed that the temple at Jeru-

salem should be a continual witness to the 

high destiny open to every soul. But the Jews 

had not understood the significance of the 

building they regarded with so much pride. 

They did not yield themselves as holy temples 

for the Divine Spirit. The courts of the temple 

at Jerusalem, filled with the tumult of unho-

ly traffic, represented all too truly the tem-

ple of the heart, defiled by the presence of 

sensual passion and unholy thoughts. In cleans-

ing the temple from the world's buyers and 

sellers, Jesus announced His mission to cleanse 

the heart from the defilement of sin,--from the 

earthly desires, the selfish lusts, the evil habits, 

that corrupt the soul. "The Lord, whom ye seek, 

shall suddenly come to His temple, even the 

Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight 

in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of 

hosts. But who may abide the day of His com-

ing? And who shall stand when He appeareth? 

For He is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' 

soap: and He shall sit as a refiner and purifier 

of silver: and He shall purify the sons of Levi, 

and purge them as gold and silver." Malachi 

3:1-3.  {DA 161.1}   

     "Know ye not that ye are the temple 

of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 

you? If any man defile the temple of God, him 

shall God destroy; for the temple of God is ho-

ly, which temple ye are." 1 Corinthians 3:16, 

17. No man can of himself cast out the evil 

throng that have taken possession of the heart. 

Only Christ can cleanse the soul temple. But 

He will not force an entrance. He comes not 

into the heart as to the temple of old; but He 

says, "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if 

any man hear My voice, and open the door, I 

will come in to him." Revelation 3:20. He will 

come, not for one day merely; for He says, "I 

will dwell in them, and walk in them; . . . and 

they shall be My people." "He will subdue our 

iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into 

the depths of the sea." 2 Corinthians 6:16; Mi-

cah 7:19. His presence will cleanse and sanctify 

the soul, so that it may be a holy temple unto 

the Lord, and "a habitation of God through the 

Spirit." Ephesians 2:21, 22. 

The Great Controversy P.425: 2. 

“When this work shall have been ac-

complished, the followers of Christ will be 

ready for His appearing.” 

NOTE: from the statements on purify-

ing, sprinkling of blood, and of standing before 

God without a mediator, the statement in Mala-

chi 3:1 of the messenger of the covenant com-

ing to His temple, and 2
nd

 Corinthians 6: 15-18 

where Paul declares “ye are the temple of the 
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living God; as God hath said I will dwell in 

them and walk in them; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people.”  Also 1
st
 

Cor.  2: 16 “We have the mind of Christ.” It 

seems there is a dual application of this proph-

ecy of Malachi 3, in that Christ is officiating 

not only in the temple in Heaven but will also 

officiate in the soul temple of each of His chil-

dren. We know that in the presence of Christ 

either sin or sinner is consumed. This has ap-

plication to the cleansing of the soul. 

Our prayer should be to invite Christ to 

take the place of His throne in our minds back, 

thereby cleansing us from all sin. Preparing us 

by the sprinkling of His own blood to meet 

Him in the air when He comes to take us home. 

Remember, the life is in the blood (Lev. 17:11), 

if we have Christ within, then we have His 

blood within also, giving us His life. This union 

with Christ is for all eternity, never to be bro-

ken, one with God! Oh, glorious gift of God! 

How wonderful and awesome is our God! Let 

us pray: 

Holy Father, we give you praise for 

your salvation and for making it clear through 

the sanctuary services. Thank you for sending 

your holy spirit! We give you honor and praise 

for your presence with us. Please bless and 

keep us in the way of truth, and forgive our 

trespasses by the merits and Grace of Christ for 

we ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

In the next lesson we will continue this 

subject with the parable of the ten virgins, the 

bride, and the Bridegroom of Matt. 13. We will 

also study a little of the 144,000. It will be ex-

citing! 

Your brother in Christ’ 

Virgil 


